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“We absolutely want to win the Volkswagen home rally.” 
 

• Interview with WRC champion Sébastien Ogier about the ADAC Rallye Deutschland 
 
Munich/Trier, 22 July 2014 – He seems to be the measure for them all again in this new WRC 
season: Sébastien Ogier – the defending champion has five of so far seven 2014 WRC rallies 
under his belt. The driver from France, aged 30, is among the top favourites in the ADAC Rallye 
Deutschland (21 to 24 August 2014) as well. After all, Ogier seems to have a predilection for the 
German WRC event: In 2011, he beat serial Rallye Deutschland winner Sébastien Loeb and has 
been the new top gun in rally racing ever since.  

After joining the VW team, Ogier crowned his career with the WRC title for 2013 together with 
his long-time co-driver Julien Ingrassia. But they have not won the Rallye Deutschland in their 
Polo R WRC yet. It is the avowed goal of Sébastien Ogier to win the first triumph for Volkswagen 
on the German car-makers home turf. In the run-up to the German WRC event, he agreed to talk 
with us. 

M. Ogier, off the top of your head: What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland? 
Sébastien Ogier: „For me, the ADAC Rallye Deutschland is the third “home rally” in the calendar 
after France uand Monte Carlo. As team headquartered in Germany, for us this rally has particu-
lar significance. The fans are rooting for us and, among the spectators, there are many 
Volkswagen employees. Of course we want to be at the top of our performance.” 

You won the ADAC Rallye Deutschland for the first time in 2011. What do you expect of the 
2014 edition of the German WRC rally? In 2014 you will return to Germany as the defending 
champion for the first time. Will that put you under more pressure? Or does that motivate you 
more?  
Sébastien Ogier: “No, I don’t feel more under pressure at all. In truth, it’s the other way round. 
For me and my co-driver Julien Ingrassia, winning the World Championship last year was a 
dream come true. This has motivated us more for the current season and it has worked pretty 
well so far. We have big plans for the ADAC Rallye Deutschland; after all we have something to 
make up for dropping out last year. This time, we absolutely want to win the Volkswagen home 
rally.” 

This year, the military range Baumholder will host an additional spectator-friendly Sprint test. 
Meaning you will have to run the “Hinkelstein” gauntlet yet one more time. As a driver, do you 
get a feeling for the spectators and the atmosphere?  
Sébastien Ogier: “I have heard the news, it’s great – for us and for the fans. Here, the organisers 
at ADAC came up with a good idea. The rally should not only be a challenge in terms of rally 
sport, it should also offer some spectacle to the fans. It’s a good feeling for any driver to see 
thousands of spectators with their banners and flags from the corner of your eyes. But no, you 
don’t hear anything. It’s too loud in the cockpit. 

They say the ADAC Rallye Deutschland is three rallies rolled into one: Narrow vineyard roads, 
tough going on the military range and fast asphalt tests. What is you preference? 
Sébastien Ogier: “I like the narrow vineyard stages very much, they let the driver feel the awe-
some speed at which we race along between the stone walls and the steep slopes.” 
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The ADAC Rallye Deutschland is known as an asphalt rally. Is there anything special to be pre-
pared for on this type of surface? 
Sébastien Ogier: “Well, it’s not as if there were one type of asphalt. The asphalt stages at the 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland are a special challenge precisely because you get a lot of variety in 
terms of asphalt. For instance, on the Panzerplatte, the surface is extremely aggressive and 
hard on tyres and dampers. Sometimes you have to take it easier unless you want to have a flat 
tyre.” 

What else do you like about Germany? Other than your girlfriend Andrea Kaiser, of course ...  
Sébastien Ogier: “I have been discovering more and more that is beautiful about Germany since 
I joined the Volkswagen team three years ago. I appreciate how organised everything is and how 
reliable the people are. And of course, the reliability of my Polo R WRC! The Autobahns are 
great. I have not quite come to terms with German cooking yet (laughs). And what I really like 
most about Germany is my girlfriend!”  

At the Lausitzring weekend you were a guest driver in the ADAC GT Masters. Was that intended 
as preliminary asphalt practice for the ADAC Rallye Deutschland?  
Sébastien Ogier: “Like almost any other race driver, I enjoy every opportunity to drive on a cir-
cuit, no matter whether it is part of a rally or in a circuit race. I always try to add to my experi-
ence as a driver. Of course, you cannot compare a circuit race with an asphalt stage in the vine-
yards. But certainly it won’t make you a worse driver, whether you drive a 550hp Audi R8 LMS 
ultra or a 315hp Polo R WRC all-wheel. 

From your driver point of view, what is the main difference between a rally and circuit racing? 
Sébastien Ogier: “The greatest difference is the guy next to me on the “passenger” seat: my co-
driver Julien Ingrassia. More than any other motor racing discipline, rally racing is essentially 
team sport. Without a good co-driver and good recce notes, the best team – which for me 
Volkswagen fortunately is – and the best rally driver would not be any good. And then we drive 
on a variety of surfaces: ice, rough gravel, sand, asphalt or snow.”  

And now, honestly: did you ever put in a show drift for the spectators when cutting straight 
through would have been the faster option? 
Sébastien Ogier: “To be honest, hardly at all. I always drive to get the best times and win. Drifts 
cost time. The more I enjoy showing the fans a few spectacular drifts at a show event.” 
 
 
The official 2014 ADAC Rallye Deutschland magazine is now available 
To put your anticipation of the German rally spectacular into overdrive, the official magazine of 
the 2014 ADAC Rallye Deutschland is out. On 100 pages full of action it brings to life the Ger-
man WRC rally. Everything you want to know about the drivers, teams, itinerary, spectator point 
and WRC-Rules and Regulations. Detailed maps, exciting background stories, exclusive inter-
views and many fascinating rally topics round off this indispensable companion for fans at the 
event and at home. The magazine is now available for €5 at www.adac-rallye-deutschland.de 
and www.adrenalin-verlag.com. During the event, it will be available at the on-site ticket offices, 
info points and Special Stages of the ADAC Rallye Deutschland (21 to 24 August 2014). 

Get your vouchers and passes now! 
The pre-sale for the 2014 ADAC Rallye Deutschland is in full swing. Rally passes are now availa-
ble for €69* (€64 for ADAC members) under “Tickets” at www.adac.de/rallye-deutschland. 
Along with the pass, you can pre-order the official rally magazine at an extra €5. 

 

http://www.adac-rallye-deutschland.de/
http://www.adrenalin-verlag.com/
http://www.adac.de/rallye-deutschland
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Rally passes in detail: 

In 2014, the rally pass will once again be the flat rate ticket to four action-packed days at the 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland. It provides access to all spectator areas along the Special Stages, to 
the Shakedown and to the Service Park. There, rally fans are right in the middle of it all, watch-
ing the teams at work and admiring the rally drivers. 

The pass includes: 
– All Special Stages on all days 
– Access to the Service Park on all days 
– Access to the Shakedown on Thursday 
– A spectator map providing all the essential information about the rally 
– An ADAC Rallye Deutschland pass lanyard 
– An ADAC Rallye Deutschland sticker 
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c/o Peter Linke, die agentour GmbH 
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Follow ADAC Rallye Deutschland on facebook: www.facebook.com/adac.rallye.deutschland 
www.adac-rallye-deutschland.de 
#RallyeDeutschland 

 


