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“At the ADAC Rallye Deutschland, you need to be quick and versatile.” 
 

 Here’s the interview with two-time Rallye Deutschland winner Ott Tänak 
 
Munich. Ott Tänak and the ADAC Rallye Deutschland – a combination that obviously works well. In 
2017, the fast Estonian celebrated his second WRC victory at the German WRC event, replacing the 
previous year’s winner, Sébastien Ogier. The following year, Tänak repeated his victory in the 
Saarland region, clearly demonstrating that he is currently one of the best rally drivers in the world. 
This year, the 31-year-old, who won in Sweden at the start of the season and in Chile last weekend, 
will be among the top favourites again at the German event of the FIA WRC (22 to 25 August). In the 
interview below, he explains what he likes especially about the ADAC Rallye Deutschland. 
 
Mr Tänak, the ADAC Rallye Deutschland has been the only WRC event which you were able to win 
twice. What is it that makes you so strong in Germany? 
I’ve always had a good package to rely on in Germany which has given me a lot of confidence. The 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland is very special: an event with so many different features and surfaces so 
the car really needs to work everywhere. 
 
In 2017, you carried the day with Ford, in 2018 with Toyota. What other differences are there, 
when you compare the two wins? 
My first win in Germany came about in very tricky conditions, because we had massive rain on the 
first day.  We managed to make a good tyre call and that’s what made the difference. 2018 was a bit 
different: There was a big fight at first between us and Seb [Sébastien Ogier] until he had an 
unfortunate puncture on the second Panzerplatte stage. 
 
Ever since the ADAC Rallye Deutschland became part of the WRC calendar (2002), we’ve had only 5 
different winners. Which skills does it take to win this rally? 
The main thing, I reckon, is to be able to adapt quickly to all kinds of different conditions and stages. 
In the vineyards, you need lots of focus; the fast forest roads require good confidence and the 
Panzerplatte needs plenty of both – after all, it’s a constantly changing event. 
 
How would you, from the perspective of a driver, describe the unique challenges of the ADAC 
Rallye Deutschland? 
Stages can be very different from one to another and for that we need a wide setup window for the 
car to work everywhere. The stages are really nice – especially early on, when they are still clean. 
During the second loop, though, we always get a lot of dirt, which makes things even more difficult. 
Quite often, the weather can also surprise you and suddenly turn the race on its head. 
 
Which of the Special Stages are more to your taste, those in the vineyards or those on the 
Baumholder military range? Could you explain? 
The Special Stages are all very challenging. But honestly, I’ve enjoyed the vineyards a little more over 
the past few years. Baumholder is a lot of fun, too, but it’s always a bit tricky to push the limits there. 
The Hinkelstein boulders make the stage quite dangerous and I’m not to keen to go to the limit here 
either – still, most of the time we have no choice. 
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It’s become a tradition for many fans to gather at the Panzerplatte to celebrate a great rally 
festival. As a driver, do you notice much of all the hullabaloo the fans make? 
I always see a lot of people there. Of course, I believe it’s a great idea that the fans can follow 2 
stages from the same place and constantly see some action going on. But we still have more noise 
inside the car than they can make outside – so we can’t really hear them cheer us on.  
 
The Power Stage of the ADAC Rallye Deutschland will take place in the vineyards this year. What 
do you think does that mean in terms of action and excitement? 
It’s very easy to make a mistake in the vineyards. They have lots of different junctions which quite 
often look the same but obviously aren’t. The gaps between drivers are usually very small so it should 
be a very exciting Power Stage.    
 
 
Get your rally and day passes in pre-sale now! 
Passes to the ADAC Rallye Deutschland are available at www.adac.de/rallye-deutschland. The official 
online ticket shop sells both four-day rally and day passes. ADAC members pay €65 for a pre-sale rally 
pass (€70 for non-members). The rally pass package is available at an extra €5 and includes the pass 
and the official rally magazine. During the ADAC Rallye Deutschland, the regular price for a rally pass 
will be €80 at all on-site sales points. Day passes (for Thursday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday) are 
available exclusively on pre-sale and start at €25. 
 
The rally pass package includes: 
– Access to all Special Stages on all days 
– Access to the Service Park on all days 
– Access to the Shakedown on Thursday 
– A spectator map providing all the essential information about the rally 
– ADAC Rallye Deutschland lanyard 
– ADAC Rallye Deutschland sticker 
– ADAC Rallye Deutschland magazine (in German with essential information in English and French) 
 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland information:  
The ADAC Rallye Deutschland has a unique worldwide reputation. Its mix of hairpin stages in the 
vineyards, tough tracks on the Baumholder tank range and fast asphalt roads presents extreme 
challenges for both the teams and the drivers. Excellent driving skills and versatility are of the 
essence here. Diversity, high-class action and closeness to the fans are the ingredients that make the 
ADAC Rallye Deutschland such an attractive package for spectators as well. Year after year, this major 
event draws enthusiastic crowds from all over Europe, giving it a special, international atmosphere. 
 
Rallye Guide 1 and other important documents now on-line: 
The Rallye Guide 1, the current schedules and accreditation information for the ADAC Rallye 
Deutschland are now on-line at adac.de/rallye-deutschland-media. 
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Peter Linke, die agentour GmbH, Phone: +49 (0) 89 530 99 70, E-mail: media@rallye-deutschland.de 
 
ADAC e.V. 
Oliver Runschke, Phone: +49 (0) 89 7676 6965, E-mail: oliver.runschke@adac.de 
Kay-Oliver Langendorff, Phone: +49 (0) 89 7676 6936, E-mail: kay.langendorff@adac.de 
 
Follow ADAC Rallye Deutschland on facebook: facebook.com/adac.rallye.deutschland 
adac.de/motorsport 
#RallyeDeutschland 

 


